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On Feb. 6, the government declared a national holiday in response to a nationwide 24-hour strike
organized by the United Workers Front (Frente Unitario de Trabajadores-FUT). FUT launched
the strike to protest the government's economic austerity measures. (See Chronicle 02/05/91 for
previous coverage of protests.) Late Tuesday evening, a major power distribution facility located 20
km. south of Quito was bombed, causing a 1-1/2 hour blackout affecting about a third of the city. No
one claimed responsibility for the sabotage. Government officials said the strike would cause $21
million in financial losses. (Basic data from EFE, 02/05/91, 02/06/91)
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